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It is heart-warming to see the concept 
which led to the development of APLI 
(‘apply’) taken up as the focus of this year’s 
World Cancer Congress. 

Our November edition aims to capture 
the hearts of many in our affluent 
society who are starting to contemplate 
Christmas celebrations and gift giving. 
With the extreme needs in many parts 
of the world increasingly entering our 
lives through the multifaceted media to 
which we are exposed, one does hesitate 
to enter this cacophony of pleas for 
generous giving. And yet, ask we must, if 
we are to support our colleagues in much 
less fortunate situations than our own.

I recently benefited from our well-
developed health care system, its high-
tech expertise, sterile efficiency and 
competence. As I lay in the pre-theatre 
room, waiting to be wheeled in, I vividly 
recalled a visit to a major hospital in 
northern India. The doctor showing me 
around took me into the theatre wing. I 
remembered a wide corridor without 
one redeeming feature, bare and hostile. 
He opened a door off this corridor, 
which took me straight into the operating 
theatre with “patient etherised upon a 
table” (to quote T.S. Eliot). The poverty of 
that space was and remains shocking to 
me. The expertise of the doctors working 
there is of a high level but the conditions 
within which they work is war zone like 
in its extremity. The contrast with my pre-
theatre hit me. 

Please promote the work of APLI amongst 
your family, friends and colleagues and ask 
for donations to support the links and 
teaching we undertake in conjunction 
with Pallium  India and  other colleagues  
in India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and elsewhere. 
In addition to the activities of APLI, we 
are delighted to call attention to the 
inspiring work of Dr Rusty Balderian in 
the Philippines in the article submitted 
by Dr Sue Marsden, to promote Little 
Stars produced by Moonshine Movies and 
also promote the efforts of the centres 
linked through Hamrahi – Lakshadweep 
in particular. Donations to any of these 
efforts and initiatives are encouraged 
and links for donations are found in the 
relevant newsletter articles.

An upcoming highlight in December is 
the visit of Professor Rajagopal, founder 
of Pallium India.  He will be speaking at 
the Clinical Oncology Society of Australia 
meeting as part of the developing nation’s 
forum, and also helping to launch the film, 
Little Stars, at the World Cancer Congress 
on Friday 5th December. We plan to 
arrange an APLI event on Saturday 6th 
December. We hope some of you can join 
us for this event and will send out news of 
this on our website as plans take shape. 

Our apologies to Dr Suzi Nou for the 
misspelling of her  name in our August 
newsletter.  

Odette Spruyt

“the 2014 World Cancer Congress theme “Joining Forces: 
Accelerating Progress” will emphasise the impact that can be 
realised by consistently and energetically applying what we know”
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ProjEct HamraHi
diNNEr witH rosaliE 
 
On a chilly Saturday evening on 19th July, 
35 of our family, friends and colleagues 
gathered at the Topiary Café, Tea Tree Gully, 
Adelaide. What was the occasion? Dinner 
with the very honourable Dr Rosalie Shaw!! 

Dr Shaw had been spending some time 
working with the Palliative Care team at 
Northern Adelaide Palliative Care. She 
had also joined us a few weeks before 
for the South Australian Indian Medical  
Association (SIAIMA)  gala dinner that 
many of us had attended as a fundraiser 
for APLI. Proceeds of the fundraiser would 
help to  support  Dr Chris Drummond and 
myself on our return to Agartala, Tripura 
state, North India. APLI and Asia are close 
to Rosalie’s heart, having worked tirelessly 
for many years helping to develop palliative 
care in the region.

As part of Chris and Val Hughes’ efforts 
to obtain donations for raffle prizes for 
the SAIMA dinner, the proprietors of the 
Topiary Café suggested we hold a function 
at their restaurant as a further fundraising 
event. Rosalie very kindly agreed to have 
dinner and talk to us about her experiences 
in palliative care in Asia.

We all enjoyed a beautiful 3 course meal in 
acosy and welcoming environment. It was a 
fantastic place to spend an evening and we 
were well looked after by all of the staff at 
Topiary Cafe.

Chris introduced Rosalie in a way that left 
us in awe and inspired. Rosalie entertained 
us with her recollections of her days in 
Singapore and Malaysia in fledgling palliative 
care services where she, her husband 
and the palliative care team faced many 
challenges. Language and cultural barriers, 
limited resources including availability of 
drugs and staff, fear, security and transport 
all featured . We were all reminded of 
how lucky we are to live and work in a 
country where we have fantastic resources 
and choices, and where palliative care is a 
health priority. We were also inspired by 
Rosalie’s tireless commitment to develop 
palliative care in Asia and work toward 
ensuring that no-one should end their life 
in suffering. 

Rosalie also brought along 20 copies of her 
book “Soft Sift in an Hourglass, Stories of 
Hope and Resilience at the End of Life” and 
kindly donated the proceeds of the sale of 
all of the books to APLI.  (put in picture of 
book cover  here) Soft Sift in an Hourglass 
by Dr Rosalie Shaw

The feedback from all those present was 
that it was a wonderful night and a privilege 
to be able to listen to Chris and Rosalie 
and support such a worthwhile cause as 
APLI. Chris and Val did an amazing job 
to organise another successful event and 

Rosalie generosity her time, energy and her 
wonderful book was inspiring. Chris, Val and 
I thank all those that attended and helped 
make the evening a success. We were able 
to donate the proceeds of the evening, 
$819, and some of our other fundraising 
funds from this year to APLI for the support 
of the new service in Lakshadweep. 

Wendy Salmon 
CNC, Palliative Care
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ProjEct HamraHi

The South Australian Friends of Vellore 
conducted their AGM on Sunday October 
26th. 
Australian Friends of Vellore has existed for 
almost 60 years, with groups now based 
in all State capital cities except Perth.  As  
yet, there are no groups in the Darwin 
or Canberra.  Their aim is to support 
Christian Medical College and Hospital at 
Vellore through:
• Fundraising to support medical care for 

the poorest of the poor in India.
• Sharing professional expertise by visiting 

Vellore and conducting seminars, lectures 
and demonstrations.

• Promoting Vellore for elective studies for 
Australian medical students

• Facilitating advanced training for medical 
and nursing staff from CMCH in highly 
specialised areas of health care in 
Australia.

• Shipping donated medical equipment 
from Australia to Vellore.

The immediate Past-President of 
Australian FOV is Professor Ian Olver, an 
eminent oncologist and researcher,  CEO 
of Cancer Council Australia, and a specialist 
Palliative Care physician. The recently 
elected President is Dr Bella George, 
a venereologist working with Brisbane 
Sexual Health Services, who has extensive 
experience on FOV Council. 
I was invited to speak at the SA FOV 
AGM about APLI and our work in India. 

The invitation came from the SA FOV 
President, Dr Anil Roy, a well-known 
respiratory physician in Adelaide.  Anil is 
very passionate about FOV. My husband 
and I had attended the FOV Annual Dinner 
in August, and met a number of wonderful 
people. We also heard from the guest 
speaker, Tim Nicholls, a film maker and 
producer, who has made a documentary 
and promotional film about Christian 
medical College, Vellore. 
The SA FOV AGM was attended by 
approximately 30 members, a mixture 
of medical and non-medical, Christian 
supporters of the College. Val Hughes, 
specialist community palliative care nurse, 
and I spoke largely of the good work of 
Pallium India, its successes and struggles 
and our connection through APLI. We 
spoke of APLI’s mission and activities. Finally, 
we spoke of our experiences in Tripura, 
demonstrating that we have entered the 
third phase of our support in the region, 
with a 10 day State workshop in palliative 
care planned for February 2015. We spoke 
of the Adelaide and Australian connections 
with growing palliative care awareness 
in India. Dr Reena George, the Director 
of the Palliative Care Service in CMCH 
Vellore, has been a leader in India. The 
audience response was very supportive 
and there was much interest in the work 
of APLI and Pallium India. There were 
many questions and discussion about the 
importance of spirituality in ‘good’ dying. 
We were presented with copies of Tim’s  
film, “Home of a Healing God’.
I am certain that our connection with FOV 
will only grow.

Dr Christine Drummond

David MacIntosh
I work as a staff specialist in palliative medicine in New South Wales on the Central Coast. 
Having previous experience in paediatrics, clinical pharmacology and general practice I 
have now worked full time in palliative care for nearly 17 years and have covered all areas 
of care, community, inpatient – hospital and hospice - and inpatient consultative services. 
Explaining why I want to become involved in developing palliative care in a resource 
poor country is difficult without sounding either condescending or evangelical; it is simply 
something I want to do. I have an emotional attachment to India through my father who 
travelled in India in the 1940’s. As a young man from the north of Scotland he was deeply 
affected by his experiences there and often spoke warmly of India and the people he had 
met. I am also at a time in my life (close to retirement age) when it feels right to contribute 
something to a part of the world lacking some of the comforts I enjoy.

friENds of vEllorE 
ExtENd iNvitatioN to  aPli

NEw mENtors x 2
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Cont’d from page 3

APLI is gradually moving from an informal 
gathering of like-minded individuals towards 
a more formally structured organization 
with all the incumbent responsibilities.
Our membership is steadily growing and 
is now at 60 (the highest it has ever been).
We have been an incorporated association 
since 2006 and this year we are 
commencing the process of registration 
with the “Australian Charities and Not For 
Profit Commission” which will enable us to 
apply to the Taxation Office for deductible 
gift recipient status.
This will hopefully provide the impetus to 
appoint someone to focus on fundraising 
either by applying for grants or organizing 
events.

Our finances are divided between the 
general APLI account which is usually 
depleted by the end of the year and the 
Hamrahi account which can and should 
grow to facilitate the growing and evolving 
needs of Project Hamrahi.  I would 
envisage that APLI itself with its minimal 
expenses can be funded by membership 
subscriptions.  However, Hamrahi requires 
a deeper pocket.
We received a grant of $16,000 in 2010 
which kick-started Hamrahi but we have 
not received any further grants since, so 
Hamrahi now relies upon the generosity of 
APLI members by both subscriptions and 
fundraising efforts.

At present the Hamrahi account funds the 
cost of travel to India to a maximum of 
$1500 for visits to Palliative Care Centres.  
However, there is a push for people to 
go to India to teach at Palliative Care 
Workshops as well as or instead of visits 
to Centres and it is suggested that the 
cost of these trips should also come under 
Hamrahi.  The scope of Hamrahi is a matter 
for discussion but if it is to expand then of 
course more money will be required.
If APLI and Hamrahi are to grow we need 
Charitable Status and someone dedicated 
to increasing our available funds.

Alan Hebb

Jane MacIntosh
I am a Palliative Care Clinical Nurse Consultant working on the Central Coast of New 
South Wales with a particular interest in education and improving end of life care in all 
settings. I have worked in specialist palliative care roles in Australia and New Zealand since 
1998 across acute hospital consultancy, inpatient hospice and community services. I am 
currently undertaking my Masters in Palliative Care through Flinders University.
Access to appropriate symptom management and holistic end of life care for people with 
a life limiting illness is the hallmark of a compassionate society. In the 1990’s, I spent 7 years 
in Tanzania, East Africa and had the privilege of working alongside a team providing care for 
people suffering and dying from HIV AIDS. Experiencing the poverty and paucity of even 
the most basic resources, and despite these restrictions, the willingness of the people to 
increase their understanding and improve care was humbling. We have much to learn from 
these colleagues and the patients for whom they care and even a small involvement in an 
Hamrahi project may contribute to better outcomes for the dying.

 

rEtUrNiNg to laksHadwEEP In November, the 2nd Hamrahi visit to 
Lakshadweep will occur. The amazing team 
in Lakshadweep have been very busy 
this year. We look forward to seeing the 
new hospice they have built and helping 
to plan admission and care processes as 
well as helping to train more enthusiastic 
volunteers in basic patient cares and 
symptom management. Expanding services 
to other islands in the region is also on the 
agenda and we hope to visit a few of these 
as part of an outreach clinic service by the 
Kavaratti based team. We are grateful and 
thankful for the fundraising efforts through 
APLI members this year to assist the hard 
working and committed Lakshadweep 
Palliative Care service.

Dr Sophia Lam

ProjEct HamraHi

ProjEct HamraHi rEPort from alaN HEbb
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In February, 2015, the first 10 day palliative 
care introductory training course will 
be held in Agartala, Tripura. Dr Gautam 
Majundar, Medical Superintendent of the 
Agartala Regional Cancer Centre, has 
invited Pallium India and APLI to conduct 
this course, which will be based upon the 
established 10-day courses run by Pallium  
India in Trivandrum.  

This exciting development will have 
participants from across the northern 
state of Tripura. The APLI faculty will 
consist of Drs Chris Drummond (lead), 
Anil Tandon, David MacIntosh and two 
palliative care nurses from Australia, 
Wendy Salmon and Jane MacIntosh. 

Palliverse is an evolving multidisciplinary 
online community that aims to promote 
palliative care by connecting clinicians, 
researchers, ideas and funding, with a 
particular focus on Australia and New 
Zealand. It began with an email trail, followed 
by a series of Skype teleconferences, 
culminating in our official launch at the 
recent ANZSPM 2014 Conference. In 
the few short months of our existence, 
there has certainly been highs (strutting 
about in our baby blue T-shirts) and lows 
(struggling with a long list of increasingly 
ridiculous acronyms while searching for 
an appropriate name) along the way, but 
we are confident that we can make a 
difference!

We are currently working across several 
platforms, including:
- Our website: www.palliverse.com;  
- Twtter account: @palliverse;  
- Facebook: www.facebook.com/palliverse;  
- Email: palliverse@gmail.com.
One of our key projects is to put together 
a database of researchers and ideas, which 
aims to help people with specific research 
interests find each other (e.g. trainees 
looking for a project or a supervisor ; 
researchers looking for collaborators). 
This database will be published on our 
website, updated regularly and promoted 
via Twitter.

If you would like to be listed on the 
database, please send us an email with the 
following details:
- Name 
- Email address 
- Position description 
- Research areas of interest  
(be as specific as you like, including 
current and future projects)
If you would like to join the Palliverse Team, 
for example by contribute to our website 
or perhaps help out with one of our many 
projects (or even collaborate on a project 
of your own), we would love to hear from 
you!
So get online and check us out - and thank 
you very much for helping to advance 
palliative care in our region!

UPdatEs from tHE rEgioN

agartala  EdUcatioN

PallivErsE laUNcH
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There are many developmental priorities 
in Timor Leste, in health, infrastructure of 
all types, education, and on the economic 
front to mention a few. Seeking to improve 
pain management and palliative care 

in such an environment is no easy task. 
However, Timor-Leste has identified these 
two areas as priorities for health service 
development and the Ministry of Health 
has reached out to UICC members in 
Australia for expert support. That cancer 
control and palliative care have been 
included in the health budget for the first 

time in 2014 and the holding of a national 
cancer control conference with a focus on 
palliative care in 2014 are very positive 
signs. APLI has been participating in 
discussions with partner groups such as the 
McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer, and 
we hope to report further developments 
in 2015.

Dr Brett Sutton, public health doctor, 
Department Health Victoria, has worked 
in humanitarian aid and recognised the 
lack of palliative care guidance for health 
practitioners in that setting.  ANZSPM and 
APLI will assist Dr Sutton in addressing 
this gap and develop standards for 
humanitarian aid organisations. There was 
an excellent response from APLI members 
interested in assisting with this work. We 
will ensure members receive a copy of the 
guidelines in due course and publish these 
on our website. www.apli.net.au

Odette Spruyt

UPdatEs from tHE rEgioN coNt’d - Timor Leste

PalliativE carE for HUmaNitariaN aid orgaNisatioNs

TIMOR LESTE
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GLITTERING SCIENCE ON THE GOLD 
COAST ANZSPM CONFERENCE, 2014 
From Prof. Janet Hardy

It has been said that if Surfer’s Paradise was a 
lady, it would be Paris Hilton. In keeping with 
the theme, this year’s ANZSPM conference 
on the Gold Coast was not without 
highlights and sparkle. Mike Bennett shone 
as one of the international invited speakers, 
sharing his knowledge on neuropathic 
pain and community based programs to 
improve pain in cancer. Similarly, Jermain 
Coward and Alex Broom impressed the 
audience with talks on targeted therapy 
in oncology and the difficulties inherent in 
the transition of many patients to palliative 
care.  Paul Glare has established a large and 
successful palliative care program in New 
York, but re-assures us that we do not 
want to adopt a USA health system.  Mark 
Hutchinson blinded us with science in his 
presentation on immunopharmacology of 
opioids and Murray Hunt (addiction and 
palliative care) had us wondering where all 
our opioid scripts were actually going. 

At many conferences, the poster 
presentations are largely ignored or 
read only by a determined few. At this 
conference, all posters were reviewed 
briefly at the end of each morning session. 
In this way, some excellent work that would 
otherwise have been unacknowledged was 
highlighted. 

This was the 20th year of ANZSPM 
conferences. In the final session, all past 
ANZSPM presidents were asked to talk 
of their experience and share anecdotes 
of their time at the helm. How times have 
changed.

The conference dinner was on the top 
level of the Skypoint Tower. This afforded 
an unparalleled view of the Gold Coast 
and a seriously scary lift ride. As always, 
along with the opportunity to learn, it is 
the new people you get to know, and the 
chance to re-acquaint with old friends and 
colleagues that makes this biennial meeting 
so enjoyable.

 
WORLD HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE 
CARE DAY, 11 OCTObER 2014  
From Dr Anjum Joad

At Bhagwan Mahaveer Cancer Hospital 
and Research Centre we celebrated World 
Hospice and Palliative Care Day on the 
11th of October.

An awareness campaign was held to 
improve the level of awareness in the 
hospital staff.  Many of the staff members 
wore a burgundy ribbon in support of 
palliative care and hospice care.  Mr Sohum 
Shah was the chief guest on this occasion. 
Mr Shah received the national award for 
his films  “Ship of Theseus”  and “Gulabi 
Gang” this year. 

He threw light on the importance of 
palliative care in cancer patients. He gave 
us an insight into the issues faced by 
the families of terminally ill patients. He 
encouraged the audience to help the 
cause of palliative care by volunteering 
and donating. He also encouraged young 
nurses and doctors to take up Palliative 
Care.

 
ACCOLADES FOR PROF RAjAGOPAL 

Human Rights Watch’s Alison Des Forges 
Award celebrates the valor of individuals 
who put their lives on the line to protect the 
dignity and rights of others. Human Rights 
Watch collaborates with these courageous 
activists to create a world in which people 
live free of violence, discrimination, and 
oppression.

Dr. M. R. Rajagopal is a leading palliative care 
physician from India who, for more than 20 
years, has battled conditions that cause 
patients to suffer severe pain unnecessarily.

Human Rights Watch honors Dr. M. R. 
Rajagopal for his efforts to defend the 
right of patients with severe pain to live 
and die with dignity.

In India, Medicos India also recognised the 
work of Professor Rajagopal and his team, 
Pallium India.

http://www.medicosindia.com/dr-m-r-
rajagopal-palliative-care-pioneer-in-india/

 
SAVE THE DATE: LITTLE STARS 
OFFICIAL AuSTRALIAN LAuNCH

Friday December 5 from 7:10pm 
Plenary 2, Melbourne Exhibition & 
Convention Centre

Dr MR Rajagopal will form part of an 
acclaimed panel of international speakers 
who will present a series of breathtaking 
short films from the Little Stars global 
advocacy project about children’s palliative 
care during the World Cancer Congress 
in Melbourne.  Entry to this social event 
is free.  Brace yourself for an evening of 
inspiration, insight and very good company.

global NEws - NEWS IN BRIEF
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12 MONTHS AFTER 
TYPHOON YOLANDA 
(HAIYAN)
LEYTE, PHILIPPINES   
October, 2014

 
I am writing this as we fly home from 
devastated Leyte in the Philippines! And 
what a journey! On the way there our 
flight from Manila to Tacloban didn’t 
happen! They are restructuring the runway 
in Tacloban (after damage by the typhoon) 
ready for the Pope’s visit in January so 
suddenly no big planes could land -only 
small 70 seaters.

 
Our destination, the Colegio de Sta Lourdes 
of Leyte (http://www.csllfi.wordpress.com)  
nursing school is an inspiration.  It is 

situated at Tabontabon, about an hour’s 
drive from Tacloban. The buildings were 
absolutely devastated by Typhoon Yolanda. 
The dormitory was relatively unharmed 
however and the students not hurt. 
They helped out with disaster relief and 
then have continued with their studies in 
buildings with no ceilings and with most of 
their resources gone. Incredible resilience. 
And, of course there is no insurance in the 
setting of an ‘act of God’!

Dr Rusty Balderian established the Colegio 
in 2003. He is a Filipino who came from 
poverty, did his medical training in pretty 
dire personal circumstances. He then fled 
to the States during Martial Law, landed in 
the States with $20 and made a fortune 
through various businesses. He returned 
to Leyte and established the school for 
nursing and also a school for business and 
entrepreneurship for poor, bright kids. 

The criteria for entrance to the school is 
that students must have achieved 85% in 
High School and the family income must 
be below 200,000 pesos annually (which 
is only about $6,000). The Colegio then 
provides tuition fees and board provided 
the student maintains academic results each 
semester. So they are a very motivated, 
intelligent bright group of young people 
who are grateful for the opportunity. They 
are a real joy to be with and have the 
opportunity to teach and share with.

 
And the results of the students are really 
impressive. The school is in the top 10 in 
the Philippines with one of the students 
topping the country in 2012 in the Nurses 
National Licensure Exam!

 
After the devastation of the Yolanda with 
virtually all the buildings and resources 
either destroyed or damaged, Dr Rusty’s 
friends suggested he abandon the project 
and return to the States. However, with 
such a group of eager, bright young people 
depending on the Colegio, he and his family 
are doing what they can to keep school 
going and rebuild.

 

PalliativE 
carE 
froNt 
liNE 
PLANTING NEW HOPE



APLI Newsletter  Volume 18 - Issue 3 - NOVEMBER 2014 9

We, my good friend and colleague, Liese 
Groot-Alberts and I, have been there this 
time, funded by Caritas Aotearoa NZ 
to support the students with trauma/
loss emotional recovery education for 
themselves and to help them to continue 
to support their communities. The 3 day 
workshop we conducted was a great 
experience.  I learnt so much about 
resilience! They are an incredibly bright, 
young, unsophisticated receptive group. It 
was a combined 3rd and 4th year group 
and the ages were all late teens/ very early 
twenties, with we 2 old grannies as the 
facilitators!

 
The classrooms that they have continued 
to use have no ceilings and patched roofs. 
On our first day there was a storm and 
the noise on the roof was deafening. Of 
course there were drips everywhere. With 
the rain and the wind, it triggered quite a 
lot of fear and emotion for the students.

 
Our initial contact with the Colegio 
was before Typhoon Yolanda because 
Dr Balderian wanted us to come and 
help establish a Palliative Care teaching 
programme for the school! This request 
came through our Filipino friend, Eve 
Adriano who is the administrator for our 
charitable trust, Asklepian Links Aotearoa). 

Pretty forward thinking really! He could see 
the benefits of introducing Palliative Care 
early in the curriculum both for his students 
and, of course, the community. T. Yolanda 
interrupted plans. We are hoping to start 
that programme soon by dovetailing it with 
the collaborative psychosocial disaster/
trauma support and training.

 
There is such need! The Colegio needs to 
be rebuilt but does not qualify for most of 
the aid available.

 
Sometimes I know that people want to 
help in these situations but are skeptical 
(with good reason it would seem) about 
where their help ends up. Well, I can 
certainly endorse the work that Dr Rusty 
Balderian and his family are doing and the 
success of the school is evident in giving 
opportunity to those who would not have 
it otherwise. Rusty has the goal to make 
the Colegio self-sufficient and promote 
livelihood projects. 

 
Already following the typhoon they 
have planted a huge garden with 
planned expansion. The dream is for the 
accommodation to be small dorm rooms 

for 4 students each, also with its own 
small garden. So the whole concept is 
opportunity for poor bright kids with a real 
livelihood, self- help ethos.

 
After the typhoon a young Australian 
nurse, Jock Rutherford, spent 6 weeks with 
the school helping with disaster relief. He 
made a video to raise funds for helping 
the Colegio to be able to start functioning 
again. The video is worth watching: 

www.startsomegood.com/CSLLFI 

 
If you are looking for good cause to 
support-this is one I can really recommend. 
Click on the Colegio’s website

http://www.csllfi.wordpress.com  

‘Support our Cause’. There is a PayPal 
link for donations. Or you can contact Dr 
Balderian at rustybalderian@gmail.com 

Sue Marsden

PalliativE carE froNt liNE
PLANTING NEW HOPE
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coNfErENcE NEws

IAPCON 2015

The 22nd Indian Association of Palliative Care annual international 
conference will be in Hyderabad on 13 -15 February, 2015. Themes 
are Influence, Innovate and Integrate.  Register by 31st December 
for INR 5,000 for non-members. The conference will be held at 
the HICC-Novotel Hotel, Hyderabad.  The conference is hosted by 
the MNJ Institute of Oncology, Hyderabad, the   Indian Association 
of Palliative Care and the Pain Relief and Palliative Care Society, 
Hyderabad. Watch the APLI website for further updates.
 

COSA

The Clinical Oncology Society of Australia (COSA) Annual 
Scientific Meeting will be held at the Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre in conjunction with the 2014 World Cancer 
Congress. 
The 2014 ASM will be the 41st conference, and will highlight cancer 
survivorship, supportive care and palliative care – all important 
areas of interest for COSA members.
http://www.worldcancercongress.org/cosa-annual-scientific-meeting-0

COLLOquIuM ON SPIRITuAL CARE IN  PALLIATIVE 
CARE AND END-OF-LIFE CARE

WORLD CANCER CONGRESS

This year’s conference theme - Joining Forces: Accelerating Progress 
- will emphasise the impact that can be realised by consistently 
and energetically applying what we know, rather than waiting for 
possible future “breakthroughs” to change the landscape. This will 
be discussed across a variety of economic and cultural contexts, 
and participants will leave with an increased understanding of 
successful interventions in prevention, diagnosis and care, and 
supportive and palliative care. They will also have the opportunity 
to meet with others who have similar issues to their own, and 
to understand how system organisation can provide the optimum 
conditions for success in reducing the burden of cancer.
(note from  APLI – It is good to see the concept behind APLI mentioned 
in the WCC note above, the call to apply the knowledge we have 
rather than waiting for breakthroughs to change the world. Our 
organisation, APLI (‘apply’) owes its name to Dr Jan Stjernsward, who 
spoke passionately about this idea of applying existing knowledge and 
influenced many to take action, when he was the Director of Cancer 
and Palliative Care, WHO.) 

WCC Palliative Care Highlights:

Cancer Pain Across the world: Global efforts to define and meet 
the challenges. 

Chaired by: 
Nathan Cherny,  
European Society for Medical Oncology (ESMO) (Switzerland
James Cleary,  
UW Carbone Cancer Center (United States)
Session proposed by European Society for Medical Oncology 
(ESMO), Switzerland

Little Stars - Official Launch

Chaired by: 
Mike Hill, Moonshine agency
Film Premiere  : An acclaimed panel of international speakers will 
present a series of breathtaking films from around the world on 
the big screen to launch the Little Stars global advocacy project 
about children’s palliative care. Event open to non-registered guests 
of delegates.
http://www.worldcancercongress.org/melbourne-2014


